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Ectopic Ureters 
	 In the fall 2023 newsletter we explained about ectopic ureters. 
It is a congenital condition that occurs when the ureter connects 
to the urethra instead of the bladder. Because the urine cannot be 
stored, leaking issues occur. Historically this could only be resolved 
through surgery, but now UC Davis can resolve the condition with 
laser ablation in 70% of the cases.  In the last few months we have 
had three dogs come in with ectopic ureters. All had surgeries at 
UC Davis.   D

Poppy:   
	 Poppy’s laser ablation procedure helped, but it did not totally 
resolve the problem.  We are consulting with UC Davis to see how 
we can provide a better solution for Poppy.  She is so very sweet and 
her foster-to-adopt family is smitten.   D

continued on pg 2

Corey – Why Your Donations Matter
	 Norcal received a call at 10:00 p.m. from 
an ER veterinary hospital about a seven-
month-old Golden with a severely broken leg.   
Could we help? YES YES YES. Corey went 
immediately into a foster home with a very 
experienced volunteer, who quickly found 
out what it takes to heal a broken leg–caging, 
special equipment, time, and a lot of love. It 
was a hard road for this energetic pup and for 
the foster, but they got through it. We are so 
pleased to say Corey is now with a family and 
has three boys as playmates.

So, when you wonder how your donations 
help, remember this beautiful boy who 
received his second chance.   D
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Ectopic Ureters continued from page 1

Tulip:
	 Tulip was surrendered at eight-
weeks old because she was ‘leaking’.  
Since Tulip was our third puppy with 
this condition, she was immediately 
scheduled to go to UC Davis.  When 
she was evaluated they also found she 
had a heart murmur and missing tear 
ducts.  As we experienced with Poppy, 
the surgery did not totally resolve the 
problem.  The supporting veterinarian 
fell in love with Tulip and has adopted 
her and is continuing her care.   D

Lily:
	 Lily was our fifth case.  We were 
luckier with her.  She was evaluated 
by UC Davis, and putting her on  
the medicine,  Pronin, resolved the 
leaking without surgery.  She is with 
her forever family.   DTulip

Lucy – I’m 
Getting Svelt  
	 I was pretty tubby when I was 
adopted by my new family.  They  
gave me lots of love, and got me on a  
healthy diet. In the first month I lost six 
pounds and I’m still losing! That’s my 
slim sibling eyeing the food.    D

President’s Message
	 Our volunteers have been working 
hard to rescue a record number of Goldens 
in 2024. In some cases, unimaginable 
situations leave these beautiful dogs 
with soulful eyes without a home. I’m 
continually inspired by,  and grateful for 
our volunteers who go to great lengths to 
help out a Golden in need, from taking in 
an older dog who has a terminal illness 
who gets to live out their final weeks or 
months with a loving family, to bringing 
in puppies who haven’t had a chance to 
figure out what it means to be a treasured 
family member, to all the dogs in between 
who need an opportunity for compassion 
and an indoor warm bed, or vet care before 
finding a forever home. Our volunteers take 
time from their responsibilities to support 
Norcal through home visits with potential 
adopting families, vet appointments, 
fostering, and infrastructure support, 

among other things. I’ve also been 
grateful for the generosity of those who 
donate financially to support our mission. 
Your donations allow us to ensure that 
Goldens in need have every opportunity 
to live a whole and healthy life. Each time 
we read a Tribute or Memorial on one of 
our placements, it leaves an imprint on 
the lives they’ve touched because there 
is nothing quite like the unconditional 
love of a Golden. We count ourselves 
lucky for our wonderful community, 
brought together by our passion for these 
wonderful dogs with hearts of gold.

	 On behalf of Norcal, thank you 
for your generosity and love for these 
wonderful Golden Retrievers. We are 
lucky to have loved and been loved by 
them.

Georgine   D

In Memory of Steve 
Schomberg

From Caroline McGrath
Steve was a tireless advocate for 
animals and an all-around great 
human.  He will be missed.
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Minnie
From her Foster    
	 Minnie has lived up to her name, weighing only 44 lbs. She came to Norcal after 
Animal Control picked her up when she was running loose on the streets.  With a 
pocket full of treats and coaxing, I got her out of the kennel and home.  She was shut 
down, and laid quietly on the dog bed for hours. I was counting on my two Golden 
boys to help calm her, and make her feel safe. It took two days to get her to eat quietly 
in a covered crate. She started to follow the dogs outside, but rushed back in when 
no one was looking. She claimed all the toys, blankets, and Jaxson’s crate. She was 
terrified of the garage, but if you walked out the front door, she was ready for a walk 
and tried her best not to be afraid.

Many people were interested in our Minnie because of her small stature. A wonderful 
repeat adopting family in Sonoma was selected because they also had two adult 
Goldens and three older kids. Minnie finds so much comfort in this family. She has 
learned to take long walks, swim in the pool, and cuddle on everyone’s bed. Minnie 
has a big brother, Wilbur, who taught her how to play hard and trust her new family. 
Thanks to the adopting family for their patience and love while helping Minnie 
become a Golden.   D

Lacie –Dreams Come 
True     
	 Lacie had a very rough start to her life.  
When she was surrendered at four-months 
old, she had Parvovirus. When Norcal picked 
her up, she was in the family room confined 
to a playpen.  We called a potential adopter 
and asked, “Would you like a puppy?”  Can 
you imagine seeing Lacie run free in the 
backyard when she got to her new home? Can 
you imagine seeing her in the new family with 
tons of love and two kids to play with?    Yes, 
it is very sweet.   D

Babe – Found by 
Hunters     
	 I was found in a creek bed by four 
hunters, but capturing me was a different 
story. It took an hour and a roast beef 
sandwich before I trusted them.  Norcal 
took me in, and discovered I was 
heartworm positive. Thanks to a patient 
foster and medicine, I am well and 
living with a loving family.   D

Satchmo
	 Satchmo was a COVID puppy, 
adopted by a senior couple. As you 
would guess, he had a ton of energy and 
needed more activity than the couple 
could provide. We are grateful the 
couple realized they could not meet his 
needs, and came to Norcal to find him 
a better home. He now has a Golden 
sister, Daisy, and a cat as friends. We are 
thankful to the surrendering family for 
realizing Satchmo needed a new home 
to be happy.   D
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Norcal Golden Retriever 
Re scue Fund

All of us at Norcal are very grateful to all of our donors.  They make it possible for us to make 
a difference in the lives of our rescued Golden Retrievers.  We couldn’t do it without them. 

Thank you.In Honor of Quigley

Donations September 1, 2024 to January 31, 2025
Best Friend:  

$1,000 and up  
Donna and Scott Albini
Roger Battaglia
Deborah Bevilaqua
Greg Blackwell
Stephen Broccoli and  

Laura Nakashima
Robert and Patricia Dahl 

Foundation
Gordon DelFaro
Tim and Sandra Durham
Joanne and Casey Elliott
John Evans
Stephanie Fennell Long
Christine Gillett
Richard and Gayle Goldberg
Julia Gould Charitable  

Gift Fund
Jo Haraf
Karen Hargrove
Harter Family  

Charitable Fund
Richard and Julie Hood
Yuchun Ku
Bernard Lacroute
Lindstrom Family Fund
Jose Martinez and  

Ardith Taylor
Nancy Mendell
Greg and Candace Osborn
Kant Patel
John Pensock
Janice Petersen
Cynthia Suzuki
Joan and Norman Wallace
M. Kristine Williams
Robert Zipp

Pure Gold:  
$500 to $999

A-1 Property Management
The Adair Family
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Baenziger
Cathy Blamires
Vikram Bodicherla
David and Elia Borbas
Alice and Robert Breakstone
Bristow Family Fund
Larry Carli
Lynn Dantzker
Barbara Fivis
Tracy Gibbons
Cristine Gondak
Melinda Griffith
Sharon Hall

Christina Hurvis
Naooko Jenkins
Tim and Atsuko Jenks
Lisa and Andrew Kearns
Bobbie LaPorte
Steve and Molly Lopez
Gregg and Sandey Mangan 

Charitable Fund
David and Deborah McEuen
Heather Murphy
Katherine Nadell
Holly and Mike O’Brien
Rick Partridge
Teresa Chinn and  

Paul Miyashiro
PayPal Giving Fund
Brenda Radcliffe
Susan Roberts
David Roseman
David Sabel
Janice Slade
Carol and Boyd Sleeth

Wet Kisses:  
$250 to $499

Jen Abrahamson
Gordon and Victoria Aloiau
Keith and Shunya Anding
Zan Aronowitz
Joann Banayat
Heidy Beltran
Kenneth Bird
Mary Bull
Sarah Burghardt
Richard Burke
Mary Cipriano
Lenny and Janelle Crotty
Scott and Carrie Dinkelspiel
Ann and Dan Doyle
Leann and Eric Foster
John and Marcia Fox
Jack and Carole Freethy
Janet Freiman
Zichao Fu
Mike and Beverly Groeniger
John Hansen
Jessica and  

Michael Hiersche
Shih-chieh Huang 
The Hughes Family
Roger Humphreys
Roy and Joan Jackson
Michelle Johnson
Lili Jouppi
Robert and  Bonny Kahn
Loren and Rachel Kertz
Christopher Kleinbauer
Martin and Judy Knedel

Clifford Lange
Diane Larson
Janet Leong Malan
Mike and Lisl Lovelady
Cynthia Lovewell
Stuart Mackenzie
Kenneth Merritt Ph. D.
Loris Mills
R Scott Mitchell and  

Vicki Coe
Don Mittelstaedt
Ken Nahigian
Chris and Cynthia Nehls
Lynn Nickles
Larry Patten
Jarred Pellat
Brent Petretti
Tony Richmond and Pilar 

Parducci Family Trust
Stephanie Robotham
Heather Ross
Lisa Rothrock
Adrienne and Tom Silvester
John Soltau
Andrea Spink
Robert and Mary Stark
Margaret A. Stevenson
Lori Straley
Yimeng Sun
Norm and Cindy Toy
Harvey Veon
Apryl von Arlt
Debra Wagner
Linda Weatherholt
Rosemary Wong
Monika and Edward Zuleger

Wagging Tails:  
$100 to $249

Sally M. Abel
Denise Abrams and  

David Harrington
Frank and Janice Acosta
Marie Adragna
Homer Alexander
Sue and Jim Almlie
Anthony L. Anderson
Adrian Argyris
Bob and Debee Armstrong
Pat and Joanne Arnst
Lynn D. Backlund
Jenny Bailey
Bill Baily
Jennifer Ballerini
Susan Barton
Ronald Batterson
Carole Beeton
Deborah Behrman

Kim Belshe
Robert Bergman
James and Sally Berry
Larry and Diane Blanc
Suzanne Blue
Jackie Boccabella
Rita J. Bonasera
Jeff Bradford
Margaret Bradley
Cynthia Brammer
Craig and Ida Branting
Margaret Brooks Family
Terry and Rosemary Brown
Rensselaer Brown
The Buehler Family
Anne Caird
Donna and Mark Campagna
Larry Cannon
Jane Chaplain
Theresa Chapman
Sylvia Chou
Peter Chow and  

Carla Holmes
Andy Choy
Sandra Close
Leslie Code
Al and Anne Code
Susan Cohen
Susan Collins
Teresa Colucci
Don and Catherine Coluzzi
Sharon and Larry Coogan
Carol Cook
Nicholas Cooper
Teri Cosby
Jeff Coulter
Ron Cross
Ellen Dana
Bob Daniel
Lisa Dariano
Ronald Davidian
Jimmy Davis
Sylvie Delaney
Kenneth Dempsey
Bill and Linda Desler
Charlotte DeVito
Jerry Devlin
Jack Dischmann
Carl Dockhorn
Richard Dunckel and  

Paula Tokugawa
Julia Earle
Bob Edwards
Patty Eissler
Christine Elbel
Jackie Engstrom c/o 

Intuitive Foundation
Joseph Ennes

Karen Eustis
Tom and Margie Evashenk
Stephanie Ewing
Ellen Fenichel
Carolyn Finch
Dan Fink
Bob and Suzanne Fletcher
Michael E. Foley
Lisa and Dan Fong
Lisa Fong Google Match
Bruce Ford
Mr. and Mrs. Don Forst
Robert and Dona Frank
Dan and Barbara Freeman
Stuart and Joan Gherini 

Charitable Fund
Adam Glass 
Kaylor Glassman
Karen and Richard Goss
Roberta Gostovich
Bill Greene
Rahil Gupta
Darylen Hall Schwartz
Gay Hananouchi
Pat Hanna
Pamela Hanna
Adrienne Harber
Wendy Harrison
Kevin Hayashi
Leslie Hayne
Jacqueline Heinrich
Michael and Antonie Heren
Diane Hichwa
Debbie Hitch
Debra Hitchcock
Jack Hixon
Jeffrey Holden
Barbara Hollifield
Ginny Horton
Laurie and Steve Hoyt
Eliot and Mary  

Martha Hudson
Kathy and Russ Hundemer
Leslie and Terry Hurdy
Lynn Jewell
Patricia Johnson
Jesse Johnston
Loretta Jones c/o  

Schwab Charitable
Kathleen Keller
Patrick Kelley
Elaine King
Sarah and Jeff Kingston
Joyce Kinton
Bettina Kohlbrenner
Gregory Koll
Louise Korn
Aakash Krishnan

Page 4
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Kathleen LaCross
Loren Lafferty
Michelle Lalljie
Raymond Lamanno
Debra Lane
Leslie Lederman
Edwin Leidholdt
Jennifer Leland
Curtis and Melissa Leviant
Tana M Lingvall
Ronda Little
David Liu
Leslie Lloyd
Martin Loomis
Denise Lowney
Michael and Janny Lu
Deborah Lubeck
Pete Lucich
Lynda Lyle
Eileen Maldonado
Sheila Martin
Carol Martin
Ana Martins-Deneys
Jeffrey Mason
Fernando D. Matias
Jonelle McAllister
Gail and Kevin McCollom
Gail McFarland
Caroline McGrath
Tami McKnight
Laurel Mechling
Sandra Meiser
Marguerite Meyer
Linda Meyer
Kelly Millino
Sharyn Mitchell
Marla Miyashiro
Dolores Mogg
Stephanie Mooers
Melinda Moore
Warren Moore
Arnaldo Moreno
Barbara Morgan-Zaney
Nancy Morris
The Muzzatti Family
Sharon Nearn
A. R. Neuburger
Steven Nevins
Kyle Oakes
Kathleen Olney and  

Susan Shaw
Olsen Family  

Charitable Fund
Rene Otten
Mary Palmer
George and Marilyn Perry
Luanne Peters
Vico and Lisa Piccinni
Trish Port
Mary Pridham
Lynn and Paul Randelman
Jonathan Rende
Robert Reuter
Pauline Rheaume
Robin and Julie Rice
Al and Deborah Rizotto
Joan Rogers
Michael D. Roman
Jean and Dave Rozzi
Richard Ruggieri
Robert Runneals

Germaine Scafani
Kathryn Schilling
Jennifer Schmidt
Ulf and Ute Schnack
Mike Schuette
Janette Sciba
Terry Sechrist
Josh Sessler
Virginia Shea
Silicon Valley  

Community Foundation
James Silva
Dom Sinnott
Geoffrey and  

Sarita Skidmore
Kathryn Smet
Julie Smith
Tessie Spagna
Kathleen Spitzer
Layne and Lisa Statner
Terry Stavang
Ann Adell Stipanich
Suzanne Stout
Sim Strauhal
Stacey Stubblefield
Hal I Taylor
Scott and Vivian Taylor
Ken and Lanell Thompson
Tim and Esther Timberlake
Janice Tisovec
Stacey and Lisa Torigian
Gwendolyn Tornatore
Sherrie Traverso
Bacon Family Trust
Corie Turner
Rachel Valeske
Marissa Verceles
Norv Vogel
Karl Vorsatz
Anne Walker
Susan and Jim Walker
Linda Wargo
Susan Wasson
Jane Watson
Carolyn Weinberger
Carol Weinbrock
Allan and Marcia White
Timothy and Maria White
Glenn White
Don Williams
Susan Wilson
Mary Wilson
Mary Wolf
Kevin and Kristin Wong
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Wong
Rosita Wraith
Dave and Adrienne Yarnold
Joane Yates-Halla
Steven Young
Cathy Zimel
Jim Zion

Cold Noses:  
Up to $99

Aldona Alaitis
Sharon Alcalde
Anthony Alles
Mary Jane Ayala
Mike Bachman
Whitnee Baker
Jen and Patti Ballerini

Ryan Barry
Emily Bassman
Steve Beal
James and Marilee Bellotti
Robin Bencie
Terry Bicknell  c/o AMD
Lisa Boden
Victoria Bottini,  

RUFF - Rocklin Residents 
Unite For Fido

Marilee Brand
Robert Brennan
Kurt Brombacher
Susan and Ken Brown
Ann Brown
Theresa Brown
Monica Burkhart
Orthip Burnaparat
Paul Castro
Don Chamberlin
Gary Chappell
Jill Chouinard
Bob and Lynne Clark
Roger Clark
Lisa Cogar
Costco Workplace  

Giving Campaign
Jen Cupp, behalf of Ralph 

and Linda Lehr
Joe Davis
Mary Dent
Peggy Dewey
L. Ann Dicce
Toni Eames
Pamela Ehlers
Thomas and  

Deborah Emmitt
Renee Erle
Jan Fellerman
Abigayle Ferdon
Beth Fernbacher
Kathleen Fetters
Nancy and R.D. Frazier
Celia Fushille
Richard and Lynn Gagliasso
Gilbert and Barbara Gordon
Jeff and Barbi Goschen
Bella Gould
Angelina Green
Phyllis Greene

Stephen Grimes
Dave and Shirley Guidi
Kate Halper
Rene Hooper Peters
Carolyn C. Hoyum
Janis Immel
Julie Jaccard
Jackson Family Trust
Amy Jewell
Steve Jones
Nao Jones
Pat Jordan
James Katayama
Diane Kinsler
Deborah Kramer
Susanne Lampert Murray
Denise and Sammi Laxalt
Frank Leidman
Kathleen and Warren Lewis
Katherine Liu
Debbie Lloyd
Kathleen Luce
David and Tamara Lyon
Burt and Julie Mabel
Rosie Mann
Gerald Mansager
Charles Maroon
Robert Martin
Paula McGinnis
P. McGovern Ph. D.
Leland McLaughlin
Lisa Mendel
Leanne Miller
Robert Moeller
Sheela Mohan-Peterson
The Murphy Family
Shelley Nault
Theresa Nelson
Margaret L. Noonan
Victoria O’Malley
Erin O’Malley
Adam Olsen
Susan and Matt Pandolf
Diane Paolucci
Larry Parlin
Pet Food Express
Erika Peterson
Dr. John Pinelli
Patricia Pinkham
Earl Plummer

Carol Prezel
Fran and Bob Puchli
Deborah Rankin
Cheryl Rebensdorf
Vivian Ricci
Bob Richards
Sierra Rissman
Frank and Patricia Robin
Lisa Rocco-Richards
Allison Rock
Mayra Rosales
John and Camille Rutkowski
Angela Sah
Cheryl Sakata
Nancy Sanchez
Penny Schaefer
Linda Scheffel
Fritzi Schnel
Jill Schumb
Sonia Shandonay
Hewitson Shen-DeGolier
Lynn Shepherd
Rebecca Sheranian
Mark Shrayber
Judi Sierra
Lorene Sisson
Alice and Jeff Smith
Winona Smyth
Julia and Scott Starkey
Tana Steinert
Debora Strand
Laurel Stroud
Patty and Dave Sugar
Myles Sussman
Marie Swank
Carol Sweaney
Jim Thomas
Dave and Charlene Trabucco
Nancy Tsukamoto
Patty Turnquist
Sandra and John Wagner
Patty Walters
Judith Waters
United Way
Britney Whitlock
Lynn Williams
Becky Williamson
Arocha Wiwatwanichkul
Janine Zacharia
The Zappe Family

Melvin’s Corner  
Melvin’s Food Critic Corner will 
return In the fall of 2025 with a new 
editor.
It is with sadness Norcal wishes 
to inform Melvin’s fans that he 
passed away in 2024 at the age 
of 13. Interviews are underway 
for an epicurean Golden to step 
into Melvin’s shoes. This month’s 
column will remain dark in Melvin’s 
memory. R.I.P. sweet boy.  

Page 5
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Norcal Tributes
In Memory of “Hank” from Janine Zacharia

In Memory of “Cooper” from Patty Walters

In Memory of “Zoe” from Angelina Green to 
Jackie and Steve 
Beautiful Zoe gave her family so much joy.  
She is so missed but carried in the hearts of 
her mom and dad forever.

In Memory of “Annie” from Vivian Ricci

In Memory of Brandi Thomas from Nancy 
Sanchez

In Honor of the Adoption of “Eevee” from 
Andy and Kimberly Bailey

In Memory of Misty Horton from Dave and 
Shirley Guidi

In Memory of “Winston” from Richard and 
Gayle Goldberg 
We adopted Winston from Norcal in October, 
2005 at about 1 ½ years old.  Like all Goldens, 
he stayed a puppy until his death in 2018, 
despite his grizzled muzzle. We still miss him 
terribly.

In Memory of “Will” from Sharon Nearn  
Will was and still is joy and understanding in 
canine form. He brought us calm and made us 
present even from a distance.  

In Honor of the adoption of “Arctic” from 
Veronika Kehoe

In Honor of Don’s Birthday from Catherine 
Coluzzi and “Candy”

In Honor of Jonathan Eropkin’s Birthday from 
Kyle Oakes

In Honor of the adoption of “Willow” from 
Cristin Gondak

In Memory of my Dad, Vern Schuette, a 
Golden lover his whole life. He had six. From 
Mike Schuette

In Memory of Vern Schuette from Robert 
Martin 
Vern was generous, kind and very inventive.  
After you met him, you were friends forever.  
He loved his Golden Retrievers; they went 
everywhere together.

In Memory of Vernon Schuette from Robert 
and Dona Frank

In Honor of Jan Dreyer from Jonelle 
McCallister 
Jan helped us search for a Golden in the 
Spring, 2020.  There just weren’t any dogs but 
she directed us to POMDR (Peace of Mind 
Dog Rescue) where we found Valentina.  Tina 
was 11 when we got her and passed at 16.  Jan 
expedited the adoption for us.

In Honor of Sharyn Mitchell from Penny 
Schaefer and “Babe” 
Sharyn helped and advised me on the health of 
“Babe” and the adoption process.  Sharyn is a 
godsend to us all.

In Honor of Heather Ross from Penny Schaefer 
who helped me out and fostered “Babe”

In Memory of “Gracie” from Mary Pridham 
Everyone but everyone loved Gracie.  She was 
a “Golden Greeter” to Seniors at the park and 
to kindergarteners who would read stories to 
her.  There was no one like our beloved Gracie.

In Memory of “Carly” from Kathleen Fetters 
Carly was more than a beloved pet, she was 
family and friend to all she met.  No matter 
if they were on two or four legs.  She will be 
most remembered for the love and joy she 
brought to everyone who had the pleasure of 
meeting her.

In Memory of Karen Lindstrom from the 
Lindstrom Family

In Honor of “Einstein” from Frank Leidman 
Einstein has grown from a 7-week old baby to 
a 19-month-old king-of-the-park.  He is loved!

A Tribute to Carol Winter from Richard Burke. 
Thank you for letting us adopt “Bailey”

In Honor of “Corfu” from Richard Ruggieri

In Honor of “Buckley” from Al and Anne Code

A Tribute to Renee Erle from Julie Jaccard

In Memory of “Cookie” from Gordy DelFaro

A Tribute to Marty’s 20th Anniversary with 
Harry K. Wong Publications from Rosemary 
Wong

In Memory of “Noodle” and “Champ” from 
Linda Scheffel 
Two Goldens who will always live in my heart. 
May they run happy and free over Rainbow 
Bridge.

In Memory of “Ruger” and “Dixie” from 
John and Camille Rutkowski

In Honor of Rita from Leslie Lloyd. Thank 
You for getting me “Abbie”

In Loving Memory of “Sky” from Paula 
Tokugawa and Richard Dunckel.  

In Memory of “Melvin” from Laurel 
Mechling.  The best dog ever.  RIP dear boy.

In Honor of Doreen and Steve Werthmann 
from Mary Wolf

In Honor of Georgine Nordin and Jan Dreyer 
from Laura Nakashima and Steve Broccoli

In Honor of the Norcal Volunteers from Dan Fink.   
Thank you for your time and efforts saving our 
beloved Goldens

In Honor of “Luke” from Susan and Matt 
Pandolfi

In Honor of Carole Mason from Kurt  
Brombacher

In Memory of “Millie” from Janet Freiman

Our sweet girl, Millie, passed years ago, but 
her time with us meant everything.  We’re 
forever grateful to Norcal for bringing Millie 
into our lives.

In Memory of “Truckee” from Lynn Nickels 
Your story of “Faith” hit home as we 
lost our Norcal “Truckee” in 2018 from 
megaesophagus and pneumonia. He was 
gone in 36 hours, so suddenly. He made an 
impression on many and people still talk 
about him. We were truly very lucky to be his 
guardians for 5 and one-half years.

A Tribute to “Charger” from Don Williams 

In Memory of “Molly” from the Reynolds 
Family

In Memory of “Bella” from Cynthia Brammer 
Bella was a very sweet and loving Golden.  
She lived to be 13 years old.  Brad and 
Meribeth Chadderton were her dog parents 
who loved her dearly.  She will be missed by 
all who knew her for a very long time.

A Tribute to Holly and Mike O’Brien from 
“Honey Bear” (and Erin)

Mom and Dad:  Thank you for choosing me. 
You didn’t just open your home, you opened 
your hearts. From the moment you brought me 
into your world, I felt something I had almost 
forgotten: love. You didn’t just rescue me; you 
gave me the family that I and all your rescues 
before me always dreamed of.

Furever yours, Honey Bear O’Brien

In Memory of “Scout” from The Daniel Family

Thirteen and one-half years of companionship 
and love. She was the best of the best. We’ll 
never forget her. Merry Christmas Scout!

In Memory of “Sophie” from The Hughes 
Family	

In Honor of the Adoption of “Bella” from 
Bettina Kohlbrenner

In Honor of the Adoption of “Lucy” from The 
Walkers

In Memory of Barbara and “Cutter” from Bob 
Richards

A Tribute to “Hannah” and “Kyzni” from 
Larry Patten 
Hannah was our first Golden, the best dog 
ever, who died in 2014. Kyzni followed, now the 
best dog ever, who continues to bring us joy.

In Loving Memory of Paul Banayat from 
Joann Banayat. I miss you every day.
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In Honor of Bobbie LaPorte, “Possey” and 
“Nilla” from Carl Dockhorn

In Honor of Jean Connors from Terry Sechrist

In Memory of “Rose” and “Hannah” from 
Joyce Kinton 
Sweet Rose and Sweet Hannah were 
neighborhood friends. Thanks to remarkable 
Amanda of Norcal, Sweet Golden Daisy 
and Sweet Golden Lucy now warm the 
neighborhood with Golden love and 
friendship. May our neighborhood never be 
without our Golden friends.

In Memory of my Goldens: “Lanny”, “Taffy”, 
“Tasha” and my honorary Golden “Chloe” (a 
Standard Schnauzer) from Janice Tisovec

In Memory of “Maggie Mae” from Fritzi Schnel 
We got Maggie from Norcal at 6 and one-half  
years old. We had three Goldens before her. She 
was our first rescue. She was an amazing gentle 
soul with the personality of a royal queen. 
She was just a beautiful, regal and un-doglike 
companion. She passed in February, 2020, right 
before Covid hit. How we miss her still.

In Memory of “Max” from Susan Collins 
I adopted Max four years ago from Norcal 
and he was such a wonderful addition to my 
family.  He survived surgery for a salivary 
carcinoma and lived two more happy years 
before the cancer returned.  He went across 
the Rainbow Bridge in November and we are 
all heartbroken.

In Memory of our beautiful Goldens who 
have crossed the Rainbow Bridge – “Lucy”, 
“Charlee” and “Brandon” They are forever in 
our hearts and memories. From Tessie Spagna

In Memory of “Rico” from Yuchun Ku 
Rico was our beloved golden retriever of 14 
and one-half  years. Although we didn’t adopt 
Rico from Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue 
directly (we were qualified for adoption by 
Norcal in 2007), Norcal helped us adopt Rico 
from San Jose Animal shelter in January, 
2007. We are forever grateful for your help. 
Norcal volunteer, Diane, also guided us in 
training Rico after the adoption.

A Special Needs Tribute to “Luna” and 
“Remy” Larson from Diane and Rick Larson

In Memory of “Noah St. Clair” from Kate 
Halper. A golden boy gone far too soon. His 
memory will make us happy for the rest of time.

In Memory and Tribute to Steve Schomberg 
from Linda Scheffel  
He was a recent adopter of a bonded pair 
of female Goldens who was taken too soon. 
Thank you, Steve, for your love of Goldens.

In Memory of Bill Berry from Julie Smith

In Memory of “Kerby” from Robin Bencie

In Memory of “Bailey” from Jan Fellerman 
Our beautiful Golden mix, Bailey, who we 
adopted from Norcal in 1996.  Thank you, 
Norcal, for your love and devotion to these 
lovely animals.

In Memory of Michael Wheeler from Sarah 
Burghardt 

A Tribute to “Mochi” (aka “Finn”) from Nao 
Jones. We love her so much

In Memory of “Bailey”, a beautiful Golden 
Retriever, from Mayra Rosales

In Memory of Pat Lynch from Marla Miyashiro

In Memory of “Carly” from Abigayle Ferdon. 
Thank you for her. We miss her so much.

In Honor of “Boomer” and Richard’s birthday 
from Renee Erle 
Boomer is the happiest pup because he has 
Richard and Cindy to play with every day; not 
to mention his new pal, the cutest baby around.

In Memory of “Alfie” and “Amber” from Ana 
Martins-Deneys

In Memory of “Whisper” from Linda Meyer

In Memory of “Buddy” from Pamela Ehlers

In Memory of “Rosie” from Jarred Pellat

In Honor of “Beulah” from Margaret A. 
Stevenson

A Tribute to “Daisey” and “Goldie” from 
Jose Martinez and Ardith Taylor for their 
continued vet care.  
They were our first experience fostering and 
we were glad to help them prepare for their 
new forever home. They remain in our hearts.

In Honor of Jody Steily from Denise Lowney

In Honor of Andrea Stewart from Joane Yates-
Halla

In Memory of my husband, Thomas, who 
passed in 2023, and our rescue “Rocky” who 
died in 2021 from Christine Gillett

In Honor of “Pilot” from Ellen Fenichel.  She 
keeps truckin’ along.

In Memory of William Haraf from Jo Haraf

In Honor of “Decker” and “Seymour” from 
Carol Prezel	

In Memory of Bill Bell, lover of all Goldens, 
from Lisa Rocco-Richards.  

Bill left us for his journey, but had his three 
Goldens at his bedside. What could be better?

In Memory of “Sunny” from Sandra, John and 
Hilary Wagner 
She passed over Rainbow Bridge in October, 
2024, leaving behind a family that misses her, 
and a paw and nose print that reminds us of 
the love we shared with our Golden girl. 

In Memory of Robin Suzuki, Jeff Gossard, and 
Greg Gossard from Cynthia Suzuki

In Memory of my cousin, Alison F. Greene, 
from Loren and Rachel Kertz

In Memory of “Emmy”, “Gracie”, “Bailey” 
and “Kayla” from the Silicon Valley 
Community Fund

In Honor of “Belle” from the Nehls Family 
on the one year anniversary of her Norcal 
adoption.  

In Memory of our beloved Goldens. “Rascal”, 
“Kimo”, “Cody”, “Dusty”, “Lulu”, and 
“Abbie” from Teresa Chinn and Paul 
Miyashiro	

In Memory of “Addie” from Jennifer Schmidt 
Addie was the best dog I have ever loved — a 
high bar for someone who has loved many 
Goldens. My best friend for more than a 
decade, she was, as Walt Whitman said, so 
much sunshine to the square inch. She left us 
in August 2024; we miss her terribly.

In Memory of Dan Blanke from:
Joan Rogers
Susan Roberts
Winona Smyth
In loving memory of Dan, who shared 
his amazing wife, Barb, with us for so 
many years.  We are deeply sorry for the 
loss of Dan.   His unwavering spirit and 
love for dogs, especially “Kala” and 
“Libby”, brought joy to us all — from 
Leslie Lederman
Dan was a great man and Golden lover 
— from Julia and Scott Starkey

Memorial & Tribute Donations
Donations may be made to memorialize 
or pay tribute to a special person, Golden, 
or pet of any kind. Donate online at 
www.ngrr.org or send your donation and 
information (for whom the donation is 
being made and their address, your name, 
address, and phone number, plus words of 
personalization) to:

Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue
405 El Camino Real, Suite 420
Menlo Park, CA 94025-5240

A handwritten letter will be sent 
shortly thereafter acknowledging that a 
donation was made to Norcal. Give us a 
call if you have any questions.

https://www.ngrr.org
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Sam – a New Home  
	 Sam started her life living outside with 
a busy family that didn’t have enough time 
for her.   The family realized she needed 
someone who could give her the life she 
deserved, and we were there to help find the 
perfect home.  She now lives with a family 
that hikes every day, and she lives next door 
to a Golden playmate.   D

Winnie – Sweet Little Winnie  
the Pooh 
	 Winnie came to our rescue in August 2024 at a year old.  She was found 
along the side of the road in over 100-degree weather with burned feet from 
the asphalt. A wonderful, good Samaritan picked her up, brought her home, 
and allowed her to heal. They posted her as a lost dog, but when no one came 
forward, they reached out to Norcal.

	 Winnie was only 50 pounds and very scared with all the changes in her 
young life. She got great comfort from the stuffies in the foster home, and 
would move them from her bed to the crate to the desk upstairs. She would 
find blankets and drag them along for comfort. 
	 Winnie has moved to a loving 
forever home in Napa, and has 
a basket of toys, Tiger the cat, 
chickens, a duck, and a rabbit. She 
was named Winnie after Winnie 
the Pooh because her family 
thought she was the sweetest little 
bear. She gets cozy on the couch, 
and now has enough confidence to 
go on adventures where she meets 
new people and their dogs. We 
wish her the absolute best in her 
new life.   D

Bella Rose

Obie and Family    
	 Obie is one of several dogs surrendered by a single owner.  Obie was surrendered first, and was 
very sick with “puppy strangles.” Puppy strangles is a condition that starts with sudden swelling of the 
face, especially around the muzzle and eyelids. This is followed by swollen lymph nodes in the neck, 
and the development of painful, pimple-like lesions on the skin.  Because of his condition, the shelter 
wouldn’t take him and Norcal was contacted. Of course, we could help, and off to a foster he went! The 
foster was tireless in getting this pup healthy and was adopted by a family in Shasta county. Shortly 
after Obie was surrendered, we received a call that Bella Rose (in photo), and three additional puppies 
plus the Mom needed to be surrendered too.   All these dogs are now  in wonderful homes, healthy, 
and doing great.   D

Rexie 
	 Rexie came into rescue in 2018 at 4 ½ years old. 
He was adopted by Tiffany and Wes, who gave him 
so much love. When he passed away last year, they 
honored their beloved boy by donating his gently used 
toys, bowls, food, bed, shampoo, treats, blankets, poop 
bags and medication etc. to Norcal.  These gifts were 
passed on to recent surrenders which will help them 
transition into their forever homes. A couple are in 
these photos. We are forever grateful to Tiffany and 
Wes and their beloved Rexie.   D
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Community OutreachCommunity Outreach
2025 Outreach Events 

April 12 – SPCA Doggie Dash, Williams Park, Sacramento

July 19 – Annual Niles Dog Show (Sponsor), Niles Community 
Park, Fremont

September – Bark in the Park (Sponsor), Williams Park, San Jose

September 27– Bow Wow Days, Orangevale Community Park, 
Orangevale 

October 18 – Golden Palooza, Redding Convention Center, Redding

October –Paws and A Cause (Sponsor), Nevada City Rotary 
Club, Nevada City

Doghood 2025 Bay 
Area Events 
- Dates TBD

•	 Goldens Park Meetup

•	 Goldens Hike

•	 Goldens Beach Play

•	 Dog Yoga

•	 Halloween Event 

•	 Dog Portrait Night

•	 Dog Holiday Party

“Let’s Help Goldens” Birthday Party 
Two of our Golden-Lover supporters had surprise birthday parties, 
and the gifts were donations to Norcal!   We are so happy to honor the 
birthday people and their wonderful friends who helped Norcal.

Happy Birthday Nancy 
Canning from:
Suzanne and Geoffrey Ashton
Barbara and Joe Collins
Denise and Ramsin Ganji
Vicki and Mike Odello
Eileen and Steve Schloss
Cheryl and Mike Wecker 

Happy Birthday Richard 
Lassus from:  
Susan and Ken Brown
Renee and David Erle
Beth Fernbacher
Paul Castro and Nikki Cavalier
Chris Wuthmann and Allison 
Rock
Marguerite Meyer
Celia Fushille

Norcal’s Help for 
Southern California  
Fire Victims
The Norcal Sacramento team received notice of a 
Rotary Club effort to deliver items to SoCal fire 
victims including dog food, leashes and collars.  
Norcal volunteer, Robin, immediately tapped into her 
social network, asking for donations for the cause. 
Within 10 hours, dog food began showing up including 
a delivery of dog food through Amazon. Further away 
people and organizations donated money, including a 
donation from Norcal.  With all the donations, Robin  
purchased almost 1000 pounds of dog food for the 
SoCal dogs. The food was promptly delivered to the 
people making the run to Southern California, and 
they were overwhelmed by the generosity of Robin’s 
group and Norcal. It was an outstanding collaboration 
and outpouring of love and generosity.  Norcal remains 
committed to responding to community needs, and 
making an impact in the future!



Page 10 Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue Spring 2025

By Deborah Armstrong

	 Q: My Golden loves to put his teeth on everything. He’s not 
aggressive, he just plays with those sharp teeth, and sometimes 
his bite is hard.

	 A: Goldens love to use their mouths to explore and enjoy the 
world. But you have to teach them to have a soft mouth.

	 First, ensure he has plenty of toys he can carry, bite and toss 
about. He should always have something handy he can put in his 
mouth. Pet, praise and play with him when he is chomping on a toy. 
Toss it if he likes to bring it to you.

	 Second, if he uses his teeth when playing with you, ignore him 
and stop playing. Do not scold or shriek or anything that will give 
him attention, and reward him for not using his teeth. If his teeth 
touch your skin you must give him a time-out. This way he learns 
it’s no fun to use his teeth on people.

	 Third, reward him when he uses his mouth on you without teeth. 
If you play tug, and he keeps his teeth away from your fingers, make 
the game exciting and praise him. If he presses his face against you, 
minus teeth, give him a treat.

	 Fourth, give him a lot of attention. Behavior problems result 
when a social Golden is left alone for long periods with no human 
interaction. He should be played with, petted, snuggled and walked. 
Make sure you reward behaviors you like, and step away from 
behaviors you dislike.   D

Candy – Neighborhood 
Ambassador  

By Don and Catherine C. 

	 After adopting five senior Norcal Goldens, we adopted 
one-year-old Candy.  We have a secure backyard which she 
enjoyed, but our front yard is wide open. We foolishly let her 
off the leash, and she quickly wandered off. She reappeared 
some minutes later with a significant limp in her front leg. 
In typical Golden fashion, she wasn’t complaining, but we 
rushed her to the vet who confirmed that she had broken her 
foot. Her bright pink cast was a good complement to her red 
coat! Now and then, she’ll go on a ‘walkabout’ to visit her 
other friends in the neighborhood, but she always returns 
with all body parts intact. She is now ten and is a favorite of 
all the various delivery people--she shamelessly bugs them 
for treats.  We are so happy to share our home with her, and 
we’re always grateful to Norcal.   D

Max     
By the Jouppi Family   
	 We rescued Max about 10 1/2 years ago, although 
he really rescued us.  Through him, we experienced 
unconditional love, daily laughter, joy, countless smiles, 
and true friendship.  He provided us with daily walks in 
different places.  He was quickly bored with old routes. He 
loved scouting out restaurants with outdoor seating.  Max 
lived by a few simple rules:  eat food whenever and wherever 
possible, show gentle kindness to all, shadow your human 
closely, and never walk cul de sacs as they waste time and 
energy. Our family is forever blessed  having had Max in 
our lives. We wish we could have had him much longer, 
but are thankful for what we had. We will always love you, 
precious boy, until we meet again. Love, Mom, Dad, Mark, 
Matt, and Luke.   D

A Helpful 
“Bite” of 

Information  

Did you know you 
can use crib sheets 
to cover dog beds?  

Easy to wash. 
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Josie – Still Our Delight   
By Larry L.   

	 We rescued Josie when she was  
three. Now we have had this gift 
from heaven for almost six years.  
She loves people, but dogs – not so 
much. She likes to travel and has 
been on adventures to Arizona, 
Fort Bragg, Portland and Colorado. 
Everyone loves our girl! She’s eager 
to say hello to everyone she meets, 
but then always comes back to me 
and never takes her eyes off me.  
She had shoulder surgery followed 
by PT.  She recently had a knee 
replacement, and we have started 
PT again. She is a trooper! Josie is a 
true delight. Thank you, Norcal for 
this gentle and loving soul.   D

Dax – A Better Life 
for Him and Us 
By Meliza C. 
	 He’s only been with us for a few 
months, but he has truly changed our 
lives for the better, and has enriched our 
household with love.   D

Donating to Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue
Because our organization is staffed entirely 
by volunteers, your contribution will help 
pay for veterinary care, food, and other direct 
expenses required in our work to rescue and 
find loving homes for Golden Retrievers. 
Ways to donate include: Gifts by Credit Card 
or Check, Payroll Deduction, Matching 
Gift, Appreciated Securities, Gifts Through 
Your Estate, Life Income Gifts, Gifts of Real 
Estate, and Vehicle Donations.

Tell Norcal How to Use Your Donation
There are several ways you can direct Norcal 
to allocate your contribution. You may choose 
to spread your donation across all funds, or 
you may tell us to apply all of it to a specific 
cause: General Fund, Senior Goldens, Special 
Needs Fund, or other.

Learn more about donating at  
ngrr.org/donation 

For More Information
For further information, please consult 
with your financial planner or tax 
advisor. More information about 
donating to Norcal can be found 
on our website by clicking “Other 
Donation Options”— https://ngrr.org/
other-donation-options.

Volunteering
I would like to learn more about volunteering 
for Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue. I am 
particularly interested in the areas noted to 
the right. (Note: This information may also be 
submitted through our website at www.ngrr.org.)

Hands-On Dog Work

r	 Area Coordinator
r	 Area Assistant
r	 Foster Care
r	 Home Visits
r	 Shelter Checks
r	 Phone Calls
r	 Transportation
r	 Marketing Outreach
r	 Store Merchandise
r	 Content for social media, 

newsletter & website

Mail to:
Norcal Golden Retriever Rescue
405 El Camino Real, Suite 420
Menlo Park, CA 94025-5240

Name: 	
Street Address: 	
City: 	  State: 	  Zip: 	
Telephone: (	 ) 	  Email: 	

Norcal is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) corporation under the IRS Tax Code. Tax ID #77-0392584

https://ngrr.org/donation
https://ngrr.org/other-donation-options
https://ngrr.org/other-donation-options
https://www.ngrr.org
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Events and Golden Meetups are scheduled as the 
weather allows. Check in at the following:
Facebook:  www.facebook.com/ncgrr
Instagram: www.instagram.com/norcalgoldenretriever_rescue
Website: ngrr.org/events

We always love to 
see pictures of your 
Goldens - please 
share them with us!

Officers for Calendar Year 2024-2025
President

Georgine Nordin
Board Chair
Ellen Fenichel, 

Interim

Treasurer
Ellen Fenichel 

 

Secretary
Laurel Mechling

Directors for April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025

Eileen Bauer
Deborah Cole
Ellen Fenichel

Andre Kovensky
Laurel Mechling 
Georgine Nordin

Amanda Schaffner
Anne Tiry

For questions or concerns reach us at info@ngrr.org

Norcal is an all-volunteer organization and we are always in search 
of new volunteers to work as area coordinators, foster families, 
and more! NGRR.ORG/volunteer

The Norcal Store is Open!

Fleece Vests

We continue to add Golden goodies to our store.
The products we sell help support our mission 
to provide comprehensive veterinary care to  
our Goldens!

www.ngrr.org/store

Morven
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